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question whether the district shall be represented by a
Radical at all is determined mainly on national grounds.
In Italy, on the other hand, since the enthusiasm
In Italy the *kat Bended the birth of the kingdom faded
latter- away, the deputies, especially in the south,
have been elected mainly on local and personal issues,
with less regard to their views on national questions,
and therefore the groups in the Chamber are based
chiefly on personal and geographical motives.1 With
the exception of the small groups of Republicans and
Socialists there cannot be said to be any national parties
at all,2 for, although a grand reunion of a party is
sometimes held, its programme is apt to be vague, and
is hardly meant seriously. In France there is a real
difference in the principles, the opinions, and the tone
of mind of the Radicals and the Moderates; but in
Italy, at least if we leave the Extreme Left out of
account, it is hard to discern any distinction between
the various groups. The bulk of the deputies assemble
at Rome virtually unpledged to any definite policy, or
rather most of them are pledged only to support the
cabinet of the hour, and when that begins to totter
they are ready to form any coalition that their own
ambition or the local interests of their clients may
suggest. Now it is a singular fact that in the Nea-
politan provinces, where the constituents are most eager
to control the state patronage, the deputy is more free
than in the rest of Italy to follow his own convictions
on national affairs.3 In short, the exceptional greed for
1 See TurieUo, Fatti, p. 327.                     2 Id., p, 319 et seq.